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SUBJECT: BRIEFING MEMORANDUM - LOPEZ PORTILLO CONFIRMED 
AS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM ROGERS 

1 . ECHEVERRIA ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY THAT PRI CANDIDATE TO 
BE THE NEXT PRESIDENT OF MEXICO IS TREASURY SECRETARY 
JOSE LOPEZ PORTILLO. LOPEZ PORTILLO WILL BE ELECTED NEXT 
JULY AND ASSUME OFFICE DECEMBER 1, 1976 FOR A SIX- YEAR TERM. 
LOPEZ PORTILLO WAS ONE OF SEVERAL POSSIBLE CANDIDATES - 
BUT HAD NOT BEEN PERCEIVED AS A FRONT RUNNER. WE DO NOT 
ANTICIPATE THAT HIS PRESIDENCY WILL IMPACT NEGATIVELY ON 
US/MEXICAN RELATIONS. 

2. A LAWYER BY TRAINING AND A PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL 
SCIENCE, LOPEZ PORTILLO WAS THE MOST INTIMATE ASSOCIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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OF PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA AMONG THE LEADING CHOICES. FROM HIS 
EARLY DAYS, LOPEZ PORTILLO EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR THE WELFARE 
FOR THE MEXICAN POOR. HE HAS BEEN CRITICAL OF MEXICO'S 
RAPID POPULATION GROWTH RATE AND SUPPORTS INCREASED CREDIT 
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TO THE IMPOVERISHED RURAL SECTOR - AN AREA TO WHICH 
ECHEVERRIA ONLY LATELY HAS GIVEN INCREASING ATTENTION. AS 

SECRETARY OF FINANCE HE HAS SUPPORTED A GREATER ROLE FOR 
STATE-CONTROLED ENTERPRISES. 

3. NONE OF THE LEADING CANDIDATES WOULD HAVE SIGNIFI 
CANTLY CHANGED THE EXISTING PATTERN OF US/MEXICAN RE- 
LATIONS. ALTHOUGH LOPEZ PORTILLO WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
THE FIRST CHOICE OF US AND MEXICAN BUSINESS INTERESTS 
BECAUSE OF HIS SUPPORT OF INCREASED BUSINESS TAXES AND 
SUPPORT OF THE PUBLIC SECTOR, WE DO NOT EXPECT THAT HE 
WILL SIGNIFICANTLY CURTAIL OR DISCRIMINATE AGAINST 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT. THE CHOICE OF LOPEZ PORTILLO MAY 
HAVE RESULTED FROM A GROWING CONCERN OF THE MEXICAN 
LEADERSHIP OVER MOUNTING DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS 
AT HOME. IF THIS IS CORRECT THE LOPEZ PORTILLO ADMINI- 
STRATION MAY TURN INWARD AND HE PERSONALLY MAY PLAY A 
LESS PROMINENT INTERNATIONAL ROLE THAN DID ECHEVERRIA. 

THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT WE EXPECT SIGNIFICANT DIMINUTION 
IN VOCAL MEXICAN SUPPORT FOR THIRD WORLD ISSUES. ROBINSON 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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